
Now Accepting Planning/Zoning Committee Member 

Applications 

The Town of Springerville’s Town Council  is accepting applications for volunteer positions for 

a Planning/Zoning Commissioner. You can complete the application by downloading the PDF 

file at www.springervilleaz.gov.  Please check the Planning/Zoning Box.  Or contact Chris 

Chiesl, Planning/Zoning Administrator at 928/333-2656 x 227 (cchiesl@springervilleaz.gov) for 

more information. 

The Planning Commission’s Role 

A central function of a planning commission is to provide an objective and independent, voice on 

matters relating to a community’s long-term development.  The Planning Commission is a 

permanent committee made up of five individuals who have been appointed by the Town 

Council to review and act on matters related to planning and development.  

 

The Planning Commission plays a central role in the planning process in three important ways.  

• As defined by the Town Ordinance, "the Planning Commission shall act as a consulting 

and advisory board to the Town Council and shall make recommendations in an advisory 

capacity for the Town..... or in a final capacity for the Town on matters so enacted by the 

Town Council. 

• The commission assures that the general plan is implemented by reviewing development 

applications on a case-by-case basis. A Planning Commission should work toward 

implementing the vision of the community and the Town Council for the future as 

expressed in the Town's General Plan.  

• The Commission functions as the decision-making body for many proposals. The 

Commission should work toward their decisions from a set of principles, the General 

Plan and policy documents to ensure fairness, consistency and effectiveness. 

Any planning commission action can be appealed to the Town Council, which can uphold the 

commission’s decision, overturn it, modify it, or send it back for further study. 

A planning commissioner exercises considerable power over how a community grows and 

develops. With this power comes the expectation that a commissioner will hold themselves to the 

highest ethical standards. This is probably the most important role for a Planning Commissioner. 

Being ethical means exercising their power in the public’s best interests, as opposed to personal 

self-interests or other narrow, private interests. 

Another source of guidance is the Town’s Code. The Town’s Code serves as a guidepost in local 

decision-making. 

 

 

 



Skills that are important for a Planning Commissioner are: 

• Civic-mindedness - An interest in planning - Objectivity and an open mind to new ideas  

• Ability to listen - Ability to express oneself clearly and concisely in public  

•  Enough free time to adequately prepare for meetings  

•  No conflicts of interest  

•  Ability to make a decision without burdens  

• Ability to define “What's at Issue” on any matter requiring a decision  

• Ability to take an initiative on policy issues 

•  Be willing to participate in discussions and activities that advance the community  

•  Ability to work with a group to achieve general agreement or consensus on community   

        issues.  

Finally a Planning Commissioner must have good working relationships with other planning 

Commission members, as well as with planning staff, other Town staff, the Town council, 

applicants, consultants, and the public. It is essential that a Planning Commissioner have the 

ability to treat the public with respect and demonstrate courtesy and professionalism in such a 

public role. This is critical in order for a planning commissioner to be efficient and effective. 

Meeting Dates:  Every 2
nd

 Wednesday of each month 

Meeting dates subject to change with minimum 24 hours notice. 

 


